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Mission Statement 

 

Our mission statement defines the principles that guide us into our future and ensure 
that we continue to provide effective services to the community:  
 

“To provide a safe and enjoyable environment delivering quality lifesaving 
services and education to our members and the community.” 

 

 
Our Values 
 

Our Values are fundamental to the way that we conduct our duties. We embrace the 
following values as being vital in achieving our mission:  
 

 Professionalism 

 Effective 

 Ethical 

 Accountability 

 Friendship 

 Community Focused 

 Health & Wellbeing 

 Responsible 

 Sustainability 

 Visible 
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2023 – 2024 Committee Members 

 
 
 

President Brett Schweitzer 
Vice President Trina Jensen 

Secretary Noelene Sinclair 

Treasurer Gary Trudgett 

Club Captain Josh Douglas 

Vice Club Captain Ben McAlister 

Assistant Treasurer Julie Greenfeld 

Registrar Keren Wilson 

Training Officer Steve Guy 

IRB Captain Nathan Foster 

Vice IRB Captain Steven Strong 

Radio Officer Ella Cleal Cook 

First Aid Officers Max Gunning/Thane Irvine 

Junior Activities 
Chairpersons 

Bridget Seymour 
Tegan Wright 

Junior Club Captain Lily Gazzard  

Publicity Officer Jess Nolan  

Gear Steward Ben McAlister 

Hall Hire Manager Gary Trudgett 

Uniform Officer  Jan Horspool 

Safety Officer Steve Guy 

Welfare Officer Trina Jensen 

Member Protection 
Information Officer 

Brett Schweitzer 

Member Services Officer Noelene Sinclair 

Bar Manager Josh Douglas 

Website Officer Wil Orellana 

Fundraising Officer Jen Lloyd 

Public Officer Josh Douglas 

Delegates to Branch Current Execu t i ve  
Committee 

Honorary Solicitor Lewis and 
McKinnon 

Auditor  Greg and Steve Norris 
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Life Members 
 
We acknowledge our Life Members for what they have done for the Club 
in the past and what they continue to do for the Club.  Thank you! 

 
Keith Ross 1991/1992 

Rob Burke 1991/1992 

Bill Gowan* 
(deceased) 1996/1997 

Phil Ross 1997/1998 

Darryl Foster 2000/2001 

Ian Hornsby 2001/2002 

Steven Guy 2004/2005 

Josh Douglas 2010/2011 

Tony McGee 2010/2011 

Jan Horspool 2017/2018 

Naida Guy 2017/2018 

Trina Jensen 2017/2018 

Nathan Foster 2019/2020 

Brett Schweitzer 2022/2023 

      
*Bill Gowan Award and Bill Gowan Radio Room named in his honour 
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President’s Report 

Dear Members and Supporters 

It is my pleasure to present the President's report for the Kiama Downs Surf Life Saving 
Club, marking another year of exceptional achievements and community service. Over our 
41-year history, we have continued to embody the spirit of dedication and excellence, 
earning recognition for our contributions to surf lifesaving. 

This past year has been a testament to our commitment to operational excellence and 
community engagement. Our members collectively completed 4400 patrol hours across 9 
patrols, ensuring the safety of our beachgoers and conducting 10 critical rescues along the 
length of our beach. Our readiness and effectiveness in emergency response highlight our 
dedication to maintaining high standards. Our equipment has been meticulously maintained, 
consistently earning praise during gear inspections. 

Inclusivity remains a cornerstone of our club. We welcomed new members from the 
community and actively engaged nipper parents in our activities. Training sessions 
conducted alongside nipper programs fostered a sense of belonging and involvement for 
families, strengthening our community bonds.  This year through a number of strategies we 
were able to retain 99% of our membership base which is against the trend of other clubs in 
our region. 

Our committee continues to set a high 
standard with balanced gender 
representation, promoting diversity and 
incorporating a range of perspectives in 
our decision-making processes. This 
inclusive approach has enabled us to 
pursue our strategic goals with 
creativity and effectiveness, delivering 
patrols, education, training, community 
cohesion, surf sports, and cultural 
awareness.  

We introduced several new initiatives to 
further our objectives. Our active 
participation in branch meetings and 
efforts to integrate new members 

enhanced our understanding of the broader Surf Lifesaving community. The Nippers 
program had a standout year, with representation at all carnivals and the notable 
achievement of Archie Weir being awarded NSW Junior Lifesaver of the Year. In surf sports, 
our IRB team excelled, securing 2nd place in both the NSW IRB Premiership and State 
Championships. 

Financially, we secured two significant grants, which allowed us to make crucial 
improvements to our clubhouse, including a new roof and the acquisition of a new ATV and 
two additional IRBs. These enhancements not only improve our operational capacity but also 
contribute to member retention and satisfaction. 

Our community engagement efforts were highlighted during the Kiama municipality's 
Australia Day celebrations, where we combined the citizenship ceremony with our long-
standing "brekky on the beach" tradition. This year’s theme focused on First Nations culture, 
featuring a captivating 45-minute dance performance that engaged the community and 
attracted notable attendees, including Federal and State Members of Parliament, the Mayor  
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and Councillors. Additionally, we proudly adopted a First Nations design for our swimwear 
and uniforms, acknowledging and respecting our traditional owners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The impact of our efforts extends beyond our immediate community. By maintaining high 
operational standards, we have enhanced the safety and security of beachgoers, providing 
peace of mind to residents and visitors alike. Our involvement in community events has 
strengthened local cohesion and pride, promoting inclusivity and celebrating diversity. The 
success of our Nippers program and the recognition of young members demonstrate our 
commitment to nurturing future lifesavers and community leaders. Our sporting 
achievements inspire and motivate our members, fostering a culture of excellence and 
teamwork. 

Looking ahead, we are committed to further development and continuous improvement. We 
will prioritise membership growth and diversification through initiatives such as Bronze 
training and Nipper programs. Maintaining and enhancing diversity in our leadership roles 
will remain a focus to ensure innovative and inclusive strategies. Our planned physical 
infrastructure expansion, including the development of a deck within the dunes, will enhance 
accessibility and inclusivity for all community members. We will pursue long-term 
sustainability through financial stability and environmental responsibility, exploring alternative 
revenue streams and eco-friendly practices. Investing in training and education programs will 
equip our members with the skills and knowledge needed for lifesaving activities, leadership 
roles, and community engagement. 

Kiama Downs Surf Life Saving Club's 
achievements in safety, community engagement, 
youth development, sporting excellence, and 
organisational support highlight our unwavering 
dedication to serving our community. As we look 
to the future, we are committed to continuous 
improvement, ensuring a sustainable and 
inclusive future for all members and the wider 
community. 

Thank you for your continued support and 
dedication. 

Brett Schweitzer 
President 
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Secretary’s Report:   
 
Congratulations to all Club, Branch and State Awards winners! Congratulations to 
our amazing continually successful IRB champion team!  Congratulations Branch 
Junior Life Saver of the Year and State Junior Life Saver of the Year – Archie Weir! 
  
Junior Activities, Patrol, Hall Hire, Triathlons, Santa Selfies, Australia Day, 
Presentation Night, gear inspection, building maintenance, gardening – thank you to 
the volunteers who lent a hand to ensure these things happen successfully.  
Unfortunately, it often appears to be the same faces covering these events and it is 
hoped that more people can join in the fun! 
 
Sunday Arvos @ The Surfie were held again with live music – thanks to the 
members and community who supported these afternoons of relaxation. 
 
Australia Day – another successful event celebrating the past and the future! It was 
the best Australia Day Breakfast we have held! Council also held the Citizenship 
Ceremony at the Club! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 
 

 
I am personally very proud to see the introduction of Indigenous designed uniform 
options and the great artwork now hanging in the front entrance of the Club. Thank 
you to all involved in achieving this outcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presentation Night - there was a good turn up of members. From feedback, the vibe 
was great and providing a different format including live music worked well. 
Coordinating such events isn’t easy but seeing the social fun had by all makes it so 
worthwhile. Thanks to those who assisted and those available to attend to support 
this night. Congrats to awardees, but especially thanks to all club members for 
making KD successful! 
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The Club house sports a new roof! Thanks to those who assisted with the grant 
application, project management and the work carried out to get the job done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to the Committee for your support throughout the season and for 
voluntary hours that is carried out to make our beach safe and our Club successful! 
 
Special mention to the Lily Gazzard for her dedication to the Club, promoting the 
sport to juniors and continually volunteering with a smile, being a great mentor for 
our upcoming juniors. Three years as Junior Club Captain is a great effort and has 
proven very successful working with and retaining our members.  Lily was awarded 
South Coast Branch Young Volunteer of the Year and represented the Club at the 
SLSNSW Awards of Excellence with her parents, Sally and Craig, Sienna Singleton 
(who is another great young asset to our Club), the Weir family and Ben McAlister & 
Jess Nolan!  We may not have come away with a win on the night but we know we 
are winners having such great volunteers in our Club! 
 
All the best to Club members and their families for the future! 
 

Noelene Sinclair  
Secretary 
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Treasurer’s Report: 
  

Thank you for trusting in me, the important role of Treasurer for KDSLSC. This was 
my first full year appointment as Treasurer and I continue to learn more about the 
administration of this great club and the hard work that goes into ensuring our beach 
is a safe place for the community and the surf club provides a haven for members 
old and young. 
 
Thank you to the Executive and Management committees for your support, it is 
always greatly appreciated. 
 
I also extend a massive ‘Thank You’ to Assistant Treasurer Julie Orellana, who 
manages the transactional activities of Treasurer, ensuring bills are paid on time, 
money owed is received and accounted for and our tax obligations are reported each 
quarter. The Club’s financial management and records were assessed as compliant 
again this year, against the requirements of a charitable organisation through our 
association with ACNC. This outcome is very much a reflection on Julie’s book 
keeping. 
 
This is the first year that we have used Xero as the accounting platform. We also 
integrated Xero with our Square account, providing automation of purchasing 
transactions from Square into Xero. This has generally worked well, however we 
continue to review this system integration to ensure it remains accurate and 
maintains transactional integrity. 
 
FY23/24 saw the upgrade of our surf club roof and what a difference it makes. The 
upgrade was enabled through a successful grant application through the NSW 
Government, awarded in FY22/23 with the milestone payments split across two 
financial years. Due to the significance of the grant, managing the compliance 
requirements with the NSW Gov grants team were challenging for a ‘volunteer’ 
capacity, but we made it work. Big shout out to Ben McAlister for your Project 
Management and Josh Douglas for a quality build. 
 
KDSLSC remains in a healthy financial position, with a positive net income outcome 
for FY23/24, as reported in the appended Audited Financial Report. 
 
Grants: 
 

Donor Value Use 

NSW Gov Premiers 
Office 

$33,000 Balcony Upgrade (Jul 24) 

SLSA BSEF $11,000 New rescue boards, radios & first aid (Sep 
23) 
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Donations: 
We recognise and appreciate the support from members and the community who 
have donated to KDSLSC: 
 

Raine & Horne Kiama Gregory's Scaffolding 

Wright Family Byron Family 

Bronwyn Guy Craig & Sally Gazzard 

CWA Kiama Kiama Lions Club 

Unifab Pty Ltd SLSNSW 

Kiama Council Minnamurra Lions Club 

 
Fundraising: 
Thank you to our member volunteers who take personal time to support fundraising 
activities and events:  
 

Santa Photos $3,000 

Triathlons $16,500 

Australia Day $600 

Community Donation Boxes $300 

 
The New Financial Year: 
I hope you all share my excitement for the balcony upgrade and rear balcony stairs. 
While the NSW Government Premiers Grant will cover a large proportion of the 
project, the surf club will be contributing to the upgrade cost. We will also look at 
investing surf club savings into a general ‘face lift’.    
 

Gary Trudgett       Julie Orellana 
Treasurer        Assistant Treasurer 
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Club Captain’s Report: 
 
Another great season on Jones Beach with our lifesaving patrols keeping our beach 

goers safe and providing them an enjoyable experience on our beach. The Club is 

ever changing and growing, this year was no different. New challenges and goals 

were set by members and the Club managed to meet the expectations. 

 

Our patrols were kept busy with over 28,000 

beach users recorded by our patrols during 

patrol times on our beach. Rescues were up 

this season, with 10 recorded during patrol 

times. Several great rescues performed 

throughout the season which is good to see 

that we are ever vigilant for the public. 

Unfortunately, whilst on patrol, two of our 

members were called to a person washed 

off rocks at Bombo Headland, where they 

found the man below the water. Once back 

onshore they commenced CPR, but the man 

could not be saved. Thank you to the 

members involved and it is a realisation that incidents happen where our patrol can 

be called beyond the flags. 

 

There are many things that go on in the background of our great club, without these 

activities occurring the club would not function as well as it does. To those members 

a round of applause, they know who they are, they are not doing it for recognition but 

the fact that they get enjoyment out of helping our great club. The activities include 

checking equipment, cleaning and ensuring all equipment is stored correctly. It 

safeguards that our equipment is rescue ready. 

 

Patrol Captains have done 

a fantastic job again this 

season. They encourage 

our patrol members and 

guide them whilst on patrol. 

The skills that they possess 

are an asset to the club. 

There was 110 members 

that patrolled the beach 

over the season, ranging 

from seasoned patrol 

members to fresh SRC 

members, they are all 

essential to keep the beach 

safe. 45 of these members 
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gained 100% patrol attendance, an exceptional effort to make that commitment to 

the club and the community. 

 

The education team of Kiama Downs Surf Club have had a massive year with 21 

new Bronze medallion holders, 26 Surf Rescue certificates, 2 new IRB Drivers, 6 

crew persons and 3 RWC Operators. The dedicated hours that they put in builds the 

membership and our patrols. 

 

This season saw the Club purchased RWC (Jetski) replaced by a State based asset, 

seeing 15 years of the club provided service to the community. The new asset is 

maintained by SLSNSW, with the service to continue as it has been run. There is a 

small group of committed members that provide regular patrols and callouts with the 

RWC. 

 

I look forward to being part of the club into the future. 

 

Josh Douglas 
Club Captain 
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100% Patrol Attendance 
  

 

Nathalie Fleming-Gale Heath Byron Blake Shanahan 

Aidan Hazell Zachary Byron Robert Sinclair 

Tayah Lipscombe Macey Guy Ella Cleal-Cook 

Lauren Moss Naida Guy Eli Champley 

Max Boniface Melinda Brady Cameron Mitchell 

Joshua Ehlbeck Kirsty Honey Jack Solitroo 

Scott Case Chris Joynson Michael Holz 

Gareth Eldridge Brett Schweitzer Spencer Murray 

Brent Lipscombe Sampson Hollywood Stephen Strong 

Scott Douglas Toby Byron Nicholas Mulholland 

Douglas Luckman Noelene Sinclair Darcy Newman 

Liam Ovenden Kylie Strong Kurtus Newman 

Jordan Dusmanovic Trina Jensen Jessica Nolan 

Jan Horspool Steven Guy Benjamin McAlister 

Paul Smith Robert Willetts Joshua Douglas 
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Patrol Roster 
  

 
 

  



17 
 

  

Registrar’s Report: 

 

Membership numbers have remained similar to previous years (see Sub-membership 
data below). This season saw the re-introduction of paid memberships for nippers and 
family groups.  
 
We have a variety of tiered payment groups currently, differentiating between nippers, 
cadets, patrolling members (active), associates and life members. We encouraged 
families who were maintaining their membership to receive a family rate, however new 
families and members were charged at a higher rate.  
 
We were also encouraging members who regularly complete patrol to receive a free 
membership, while monitoring completion of this will need further discussion. We were 
also looking at providing an incentive for club members who are age managers for 
giving up their time.  
 
All registrations are completed using the online system SurfGuard, with one or two still 
transferring money through the website. This was cross checked and rectified 
manually. Most memberships were received in September/October of 2023.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



18 
 

 
Training Officer’s Report: 
 

Training is a key component of the club and helps to build the skills of existing 
members as well as teaching invaluable life saving techniques to new members. It is a 
great way to meet people, become involved in the club and is a draw card for new 
members and a way to upskill and retain existing members. 
Statistics for new awards and proficiencies for the season were very healthy. 

Award Type New Award Proficiency 

Bronze Medallion 21 94 

Surf Rescue Certificate (CPR Endorsed) 26 26 

IRB Crew Certificate 4 50 

Silver Medallion IRB Driver 2 26 

Operate and maintain a personal water craft for rescue operations  3 0 

First Aid 2 0 

Advanced Resuscitation Techniques   13 

Radio Operator Certificate   4 

 

It was another fantastic year of assessments for Bronze and SRC with 21 Bronze and 
26 SRC candidates successfully completing their awards. Well done team !!! Many new 
skills learnt and a big boost to the water safety and patrolling ranks. Thanks so much 
Trina Jensen, Adam Steel, Thane Irvine, Josh Douglas, Liam Ovenden, Rod Parker, 
Paul Boniface & Sampson Hollywood for your help – we definitely needed a big crew of 
trainers for this massive squad. 

 
Particularly pleasing to me is the number of Bronze / SRC candidates under the age of 
18 that either gained new awards or renewed proficiency. With 26 candidates, this 
years SRC squad was the biggest we have ever run. They were heaps of fun to train 
and the majority are now on the patrol roster. We currently have more than 50 young 
people in our club actively contributing to patrols / water safety. This is great news for 
the future of our club. 
  

Steven (Skip) Guy 
Training Officer 
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Life Saving Awards Achieved: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bronze Medallion 

Angus Livingstone 

Brynn Irvine 

Carl Clinton 

Damon Hensman 

Darcy Newman 

Darcy Norris 

Eli Champley 

Emma Trudgett 

Flynn Douglas 
George Frederick 
Filmalter 

Isabelle Hourigan 

Ivy Grose-Jones 

Jack Solitro 

Kurtus Newman 

Max Boniface 

Reed Palmer 

Sienna Smith 

Stewart Boyd 

Tim Boniface 

Troy Kallenbach 

  

Surf Rescue 
Certificate 

 

Angus Campbell 

Archie Weir 

Ava Lipscombe 

Cameron Arnet 

Charlie Griffiths 

Digby Griffiths 

Eli Quinn 

Elina Wood 

Erin Chisholm 

Evie Park 

Farrah Herbert 

Florence Johnson 

Hayley Bogie 

Holly Sheridan 

Joshua Reitze 

Kayden Thompson 

Louis Favorito 

Maeve Burgess 

Marcus Hensman 

Oliver Van Wel 

Polly Gazzard 

Roxy Wood 

Sally Gazzard 

Sienna Foster 

Zoe Farland 

  

Advanced 
Resuscitation 
Techniques 

 
Thane Irvine 

  

RWC Operator 

Elijah Foster-Percy 

Jarrod Barnes 

Joshua Chambers 

Nicholas Mulholland 

Zachary Byron 
 

IRB Driver 

Blake Shanahan 

Bradley Falzon 
Georgina 
Thomas 
Nicholas 
Mulholland 
 

  

IRB Crew 

  
Darcy Newman 

Eli Champley 

Jack Solitroo 

Kurtus Newman 
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Junior Club Captain’s Report: 
 

The 2023-2024 season has been an incredibly busy, rewarding, and enjoyable time for 
our cadets. Their dedication and enthusiasm have significantly contributed to the 
success and spirit of our club. We are proud to have over 40 cadets who have gone 
above and beyond to support the club in various ways, including:  
 

 Participating in patrols, ensuring the safety of our beaches.  

 Providing water safety for nippers and at carnivals, including the Branch 

Carnival at Mollymook and the Country Champs at Warilla Barrack Point.  

 Serving as Age Managers for nippers, guiding and mentoring the younger 

members.  

 Engaging in board training to hone their skills.  

 Spreading holiday cheer by helping with Santa photos.  

 Contributing to club events through BBQs and fundraisers. 

 

A special recognition goes to Archie Weir, who was honoured by the South Coast 
Branch in the Junior Lifesaver of the Year awards. Archie not only won Junior Lifesaver 
of the Year for the South Coast Branch for the 2023-2024 season, but he also achieved 
the remarkable feat of winning the State Junior Lifesaver of the Year award. This 
prestigious accolade was a result of his exceptional dedication, leadership, and 
commitment to surf lifesaving. Archie represented KDSLC at the State JLOY camp in 
Collaroy this April, where he further honed his leadership and surf lifesaving skills, 
setting an outstanding example for his peers. 
 
We would also like to acknowledge the outstanding contributions of Hayley Bogie and 
Cooper Shanahan, who were nominated for the Junior Lifesaver Award. Their 
dedication to volunteering, especially in water safety and patrol duties, showcases their 
commitment and the bright future leadership within our club. In addition to their official 
duties, our cadets enjoyed some fantastic bonding activities, such as laser tag and 
movie nights, fostering a strong sense of community and camaraderie.  
 
We are also thrilled to welcome 22 new cadet patrolling members, whose enthusiasm 
and fresh perspectives are a valuable addition to our team. In conclusion, the 2023-
2024 season has been a testament to the incredible potential and passion of our 
cadets. We look forward to continuing this journey with them and witnessing their 
growth as future leaders of our club. 
 
 

Lily Gazzard 
Junior Club Captain 
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Junior Activities Chairpersons’ Report: 
 
In the 2023/24 season, KDSLSC continued to enhance the participation and skills of 
our junior members, thanks to the unwavering commitment and effort of our volunteer 
water safety team, age managers, committee members, and, of course, the nippers 
themselves. We extend our heartfelt gratitude for the support received during our 
(Tegan and Bridget's) final year as co-JACs. 
 
This year, once again, we have increased the number of young participants who ran, 
swam, and paddled along our beach as part of the junior activities program. Over the 
past decade, the Nippers program has been dedicated to nurturing future Lifesavers. 
It's gratifying to note a significant increase in successful SRC candidates emerging 
from our junior ranks, many of whom are advancing into patrolling roles with high 
commendation. 
 
This year, we've witnessed a remarkable surge in parents stepping forward and 
achieving their bronze medallion. This has significantly bolstered our support on 
Sunday beach days, ensuring smooth operations for our Nippers program. We extend 
our heartfelt thanks to these parents for their invaluable contributions, assisting with 
setup, pack-up, and supporting our age managers to facilitate a seamless experience 
for our young participants. We look forward to see you all again for the 2024/25 
season.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Age Groups: 
 
Our Under 6 participants eagerly joined in fun beach games and events each week, 
displaying remarkable bravery in the water. Throughout the season, they learned 
essential beach safety practices and gained a deeper understanding of how our beach 
is patrolled, ensuring they could stay safe in both waves and sand. Massive thank you 
to Ash Lewis and Giselle Coromandel for leading this group.  
 
The Under 7 group showcased some swift and energetic nippers on the beach this 
season. Throughout the season, they acquired crucial beach safety knowledge and a 
better grasp of our beach patrol procedures, ensuring their safety in the waves and on 
the sand. A huge thank you to Lisa Fontana and Kurt Laboyrie for their exceptional 
leadership of this group. 
 
This year, our Under 8 group transitioned from being the youngest on the beach, each 
member achieving personal bests with a can-do attitude. They mastered beach hand 
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signals, basic first aid, and proudly represented our club in competitions. It's been a 
year of tremendous growth, thanks to Tom Hilliar, Bridge Seymour, Mark Seymour, 
Tegan Ross, and Steve Ross for their invaluable support of this age group. 
 
This year, the Under 9 group began to develop their skills in board paddling, showing 
enthusiasm and mutual support at each Nippers session. Led by Marine Taylor and 
Jade Coghlan, they made commendable strides in their abilities. Congratulations to the 
Under 9s for their progress and achievements this season! 
 
The Under 10s deepened their understanding of surf awareness and safety while 
beginning to grasp essential lifesaving skills such as handling rip currents and using 
body boards for water rescue. Thanks to the leadership of Kate Woods, Lily Gazzard, 
and Sienna Singleton, they grew more confident in all events. 
 
The Under 11 group had a fantastic season, dedicated to achieving personal bests in 
swimming, board paddling, and beach events. Their commitment and perseverance 
were evident throughout the season, fostering growth in both confidence and 
determination. We extend our heartfelt thanks to Jocelyn Quinn for her steadfast 
leadership and guidance of this group week after week, ensuring each session was 
filled with learning, improvement, and fun. 
 
The Under 12s had an exceptional season, striving diligently to achieve personal bests 
in swimming, board paddling, and beach events. Their determination and dedication 
flourished, leading to noticeable growth in confidence and skill throughout the season. 
We extend our sincere appreciation to Ben Woods for his invaluable leadership and 
support of this group, guiding them with expertise and enthusiasm each week. 
 
This season, Kevin Bogie and Leigh Singleton led a combined group of Under 13s, 
14s, and SRC participants to outstanding achievements in swimming, board paddling, 
and beach events. It was inspiring to observe their growth in leadership, highlighted by 
the successful completion of SRC certifications by many Under 14 members. A special 
thank you is extended to Kevin, who has served as the Age Manager for the U14 group 
since their U6 days. Our club deeply appreciates his dedication and commitment over 
the years. 
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Competition 
Branch 
Championships 

 

Country 
Championships 

 

State 
Championships 

U7 
 

U8 

 
U9 

Allegra Benedetti  
 

 Allegra Benedetti 

 
Jordy Stone 

Lawson Bloxham  
 

 Addison Mclennan 

 
  

Harvey Quinn  
 

 Sadie Rimmer 

 
U13 

Henry Seymour  
 

 Addison Mclennan 

 
Polly Gazzard 

Olivia Coghlan  
 

 Harvey Quinn 

    
 

 Henry Seymour 

  U8 
 

 Hayden Trist 

  Olivia Coghlan  
 

 Olivia Coghlan 

  Jordy Stone  
    Cooper Thompson  
 

U9 

    
 

 Jaxon Haythorpe 

  U9 
 

 Alfred Maitland 

  Bailey Calcraft  
 

 Jordy Stone 

  Koby Cross  
 

 Cooper Thompson 

  Riley Woods  
 

 Olivia Coghlan 

  Jordy Stone 
 

 Imogen Oswald 

  Lucas Quinn  
 

 Isla Belle Taylor 

    
 

  

  U10 
 

U10 

  Hayley Cross  
 

 William Coghlan 

  Lucas Quinn  
 

 Koby Cross 

  Fletcher Stone  
 

 Cooper Mclennan 

    
 

 Samuel Wilson 

  U12 
 

 Riley Woods 

  Jack Calcraft  
 

 Bailey Calcraft 

  Oliver Nelson  
 

 Maeve Rimmer 

  Elsie Wilson  
 

 Lucy Trist 

  Abigail Woods  
 

  

    
 

U11 

  U13 
 

 Hayley Cross 

  Polly Gazzard  
 

 Esmee Taylor 

  Eli Quinn  
 

 Lucas Quinn 

    
 

 Fletcher Stone 

  U14 
 

  

  Cooper Shanahan  
 

U12 

  Archie Weir  
 

 Elsie Wilson 

  

  
 Abigail Woods 

  

  
 Elsie Wilson 

  

  
 Abigail Woods 

  

  
 Jack Calcraft 

  

  
 Oliver Nelson 

  

  
 Owen Oswald 

  

  
  

  

  
U13 

  

  
 Elina Wood 

  

  
 Eli Quinn 
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Board Training and Sprint Training  

Thursday board training sessions saw a heightened emphasis on enhancing water 
skills and bolstering confidence, drawing excellent attendance. This season, our 
collaboration with Kiama Surf Club brought our nippers together for training sessions 
that proved highly beneficial, offering added support to our young participants. 

We extend our gratitude to Jocelyn and Mike Quinn, along with all the dedicated parent 
volunteers whose efforts made this initiative possible. 

Bridge Seymour's introduction of Sprint training on Friday afternoons brought joy, built 
confidence, and imparted new skills to our Nippers, resulting in tangible improvements 
reflected in their performances.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Junior Lifesaver of the Year 
 
 

Archie Weir represented Junior Life 
Saver of the Year with distinction, 
culminating in him winning the South 
Coast Branch JLOY award and 
subsequently representing our Branch at 
the NSW Awards to win that award. His 
participation in a leadership camp during 
the awards enhanced his skills and 
contributed to shaping the future of our 
organisation. Our club values Archie's 
drive and initiative, which inspire all our 
younger Nippers. His enthusiasm and 
leadership serve as a guiding example 
for the future of our organisation. 
Congratulations on a successful year, 
Archie!  
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First Nations Artwork 
 
Racheal Morgan, a proud descendant of Dharawal Country and the Yuin Nation, has 
crafted an artwork that intricately weaves together history and cultural connections 
through dreaming and ceremony. Her painting embodies the essence of Kiama Downs, 
depicting the significance of its landscape, ocean, and waterways. 

Within the artwork, Racheal acknowledges Jones Beach and Cathedral Rocks, along 
with the local flora and fauna, as integral parts of the community. The large circles 
symbolise meeting places of ceremony and community, while smaller circles represent 
the rich diversity of local flora and fauna surrounding Jones Beach. The sweeping 
arches signify Cathedral Rocks juxtaposed with the undulating lines of Jones Beach 
and our interconnected local waterways. 

We (Tegan and Bridge) are proud to have worked with Racheal to create an artwork 
that will last a lifetime for our club.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a wonderful season had by everyone! We (Tegan and Bridge) have thoroughly 
enjoyed our time as Co-JACs and would like to extend heartfelt thanks to all junior 
committee members for their steadfast support over the past two years. Looking ahead 
for the 2024/25 season, we are both excited to return as co Under 6 Age Manager 
while Ben Woods steps into the JAC role.  

Tegan Ross and Bridget Seymour 

JACs 
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Uniform Officer’s Report 

Over the 20 years, on and off, I have been involved with our Club's uniforms there has 
only ever been one constant. Change is met with reservation. At the AGM in August 
2023 there was a huge leap of faith, unanimously adopting an indigenous design into 
our club uniform. 

This decision was enthusiastically received by all our members with total sales from 
swimwear exceeding any previous introduction of new designs.  The introduction of 
Hooded Towels incorporating the approved Indigenous design has also been a 
welcome addition to our club gear. 

I would like to acknowledge Rachel Morgan, the indigenous artist commissioned to 
produce our amazing artwork. Rachel’s original design is now displayed in the foyer of 
the club house.  The design depicts the Cathedral rocks, flora of the area and harmony 
circles.   

Her design was reproduced onto our club gear by Fashion Fish Australia. This is an 
Australian company, manufacturing locally using recycled materials.  There is also the 
added benefit of minimum orders, meaning we no longer need to hold large amounts of 
stock on hand. 

I am very proud to have assisted in the introduction of the new Swimwear and Hooded 
Towel acknowledging the tradition owners of the land. Thank you to Bridget Seymour, 
Tegan Ross and the Nippers community for encouraging, promoting and embracing the 
new gear. 

Jan Horspool 
Uniform Officer 
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IRB Captain’s Report 
 
The 2023/24 season at Kiama Downs SLSC was another enjoyable and safe year at 
the hands of the clubs skilled and dedicated IRB crews. 
 
Our patrolling members and call out teams volunteering their time again provided 
skilled IRB operators who provide an important rescue capacity servicing the Jones 
Beach and surrounding foreshore areas.  
 
The IRB’s and the clubs crews continue to also provide very professional water safety 
support for local sporting events including triathlon and surfing, and these operations 
continue to provide an important fundraising opportunity for the club. 
  
Introducing some new young crews to the team, and attracting competitors to join the 
team from other clubs around the branch and further across the state, the 2024 IRB 
competition season again showed Kiama Downs remaining a force finishing 2nd in both 
the 4 round NSW Premiership Series and the NSW State Championships held at Cape 
Hawke.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Australian Championships held at Miami QLD saw 24 competitors represent the 
red white and black with a 4th place finish in the under 23’s female IRB rescue (Ella 
Cleal Cook, Madi Doosey, Georgie Thomas), a 4th place finish in the opens women’s 
mass rescue (Rhianna Kevill, Madi Doosey, Jake Wynn, Brdley Falzon) and, and the 
crowning glory was winning 3 gold, 2 silver and a bronze medal to secure the 
Australian Masters IRB Championship trophy. A fantastic result again from our small 
south coast club.  
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Highlighting the teams ongoing success was the selection of 5 athletes (Kathy Foster, 
Ella Cleal- Cook, Rhianna Kevill, Jordan Dusmanovic and Nathan Foster) to compete 
for NSW in the interstate Championships , and Kathy Foster (Coach) and Stephan 
Strong (Manager). Congratulations to all involved. 
 
Many thanks are extended to all the IRB crews and patrolling members for the efforts 
this season and invitation to any interested members to join the IRB Racing team for 
next season.  
 
 
 

Nathan Foster 
IRB Captain 
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IRB Team Manager’s Report: 

 

 
Our IRB Team showed they have what it takes to give it to the larger clubs and bring 
home a truck load of Australian, State and Premiership champion crews and along the 
way winning the Australian Masters Overall Point Score Trophy and a new IRB motor 
for our club.  The team mind set of “Win what you’re in” has been a big part of our 
success over many years.  
 
2nd NSW IRB Premiership  
2nd NSW IRB State Championships  
6 Members selected in NSW State IRB Team 
3 Australian Gold Medals 
6 Australian Medals  
1st in Australian Masters overall Point score Winners 
 
Congratulations team on another amazing year, performing at the pointy end of sport. 
Results are 1 thing but the way you conduct yourselves on and off the beach and 
represent our club is impressive. It takes an army to do what we do and a special 
thanks is extended to our help behind the scenes. 
 
To compete in NSW we need to supply a minimum of 3 officials to every carnival and a 
special thanks is extended to Bob Hall, Coco McCarthy, Richard Black, Dallas Honey, 
Mick Crowle and Owen Skjeime for putting your hand up not only to officiate in the 
name of KD but also for the valuable contribution you make to making IRB racing in 
NSW happen, we really appreciate all you do for us and our sport. 
 
Our Support crew and cheer squad who were at every event Pete and Mel Doosey, 
and Leanne Kevill. Our lovely Clipboard managers, Kirsty, Aidan and Jess you steered 
the ship effortlessly chasing us all down and making sure patients, crews and boats all 
were in the right place at the right time. And the list goes on. Accommodation, meals, 
transport of people and gear. 
 
Without a shadow of a doubt the countless hours that our coach and prop master, 
Nathan Foster puts into preparing our gear and our crews is the key to where we are 
today and have been for many years!  Cheers mate! 
 
NSW IRB Premiership  
 
The 2023/2024 IRB Premiership was conducted over 5 rounds and the team excelled 
finishing in 2nd on the overall point score and collecting 10 NSW Premiership titles 
along the way. Full results are included below. 
 
NSW State IRB Championships 
 
Kiama Downs took a team of 25 Competitors to State at Cape Hawke and had a ball in 
large seas and tricky conditions. We returned home with 9 individual State Champion 
Crews. We finished 2nd overall and brought home a brand-new Outboard motor as a 
reward for our work, this is the 11th year KD have won an Outboard motor for the club. 
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Australian IRB Championships 
 
Our team travelled to Miami on the Gold Coast to compete in the Australian 
Championships from the 17th to 21st July. The tricky edge and rapidly moving tides 
created challenging conditions for competitors over the course of the Championships. 
Heats of 9 and with only 3 going through to each round, meant there was nowhere to 
hide and it was on from the first round. Our club went deep into the semis and finals in 
the U23, masters and Opens events. Bringing home a truckload of medals and 
Australian Championships for our club. We reclaimed the Overall Australian Masters 
Championships, having now won it 4 times, in a magic Saturday afternoon of racing in 
the finals.  
 
A special shout out to our newest members to the Australian Champion Club with their 
maiden Aussie golds, Louise Skjeime, Alex Ayscough, and Georgie Thomas, 
Congratulations ladies it’s an incredible achievement and I hope you’re as proud of 
yourself as we all are of you. 
 

 
 

A special mention to our baby girls who have excelled and as the season continued 
have soaked up the experiences and continue to improve, our future is in good hands! 
 
4th U23 Female Mass: Ella Cleal-Cook, Madi Doosey, Georgie Thomas 
5th Open Female Mass Rescue: Rhianna Kevill, Madi Doosey, Bradley Falzon and 
Jake Wynn 
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The Aussie Podium 

 

 
 

 
 
NSW State Team Representatives 
 
6 Members of Kiama Downs SLSC selected to represent NSW at the Interstate 
Championships. Nathan Foster was given the honour of Team Captain. Nathan has 
been a part of the NSW team since its inception in 2008, his passion for NSW and 
determination is second to none and it was great to see Nathan leading the team 
during the Interstate Championships. 
 
Kathy Foster (Athlete and Head Coach) 
Ella Cleal - Cook 
Nathan Foster 
Jordan Dusmanovic  
Rhianna Kevill 
Steve Strong – NSW Team Manager 
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The Championships were held on Thursday afternoon and a huge crowd enjoyed some 
very tight racing. It was great to watch our club members giving their all while 
representing NSW. Queensland won the day with Victoria 2nd and NSW 3rd overall. In a 
first only 2 points separated 1st and 3rd places on the point score. NSW and Victoria 
were tied on 2nd place points but Vic got us on a count back. 
 

Congratulations to all of our state representatives you did NSW and Kiama Downs 
proud.  
 
Full results of the season are listed below, Congratulations team on a job well done, 
and a huge thank you to all the calls and messages of support from our club members 
and families throughout the season. 
 
Looking forward to seeing what the team can do in 2025! 
 

Steve Strong 
 
Steve Strong 
IRB Team Manager 
 

 
 
 
 
NSW State IRB Premiership 2024 
 
2nd Overall Point Score 
1st 35+ Male Tube: Alex Rainford, Nathan Foster, Jordan Dusmanovic 
1st 35+ Female Mass: Kathy Foster, Kylie Strong, Nathan Foster, Georgie Thomas 
1st 35+ Male Mass: Nathan Foster, Troy Kirkby, Madi Doosey, Bronte Bagala 
1st Open Female Mass: Kathy Foster, Ella Cleal-Cook, Nathan Foster, Georgie Thomas 
1st 35+ Male Teams: Alex Rainford, Steve Strong, Jessie Pill, Nathan Foster, Troy Kirkby, 
Rhianna Kevill 
1st Open Male Teams: Jake Black, Bradley Falzon, Rhianna Kevill, Nathan Foster, Troy 
Kirkby, Madi Doosey 
1st 45+ Male Rescue: Alex Rainford, Steve Strong, Jessie Pill 
1st 35+ Female Rescue Kathy Foster, Kylie Strong, Georgie Thomas 
1st 35+ Male Rescue: Nathan Foster, Troy Kirkby, Madi Doosey 
1st Open Female Rescue: Kathy Foster, Ella Cleal-Cook, Georgie Thomas 
2nd 35 Female Tube Kathy Foster, Louise Skjeime, Alex Rainford 
2nd Open Female Tube: Kathy Foster, Rhianna Kevill, Jake Black 
3rd Open Female Teams: Louise Skjeime, Alex Ayscough, Nathan Foster, Kathy Foster, Ella 
Cleal-Cook, Georgie Thomas 
3rd Rookie Rescue: Jordan Dusmanovic, Ben McAllister, Jess Nolan 
3rd Open Female Rescue: Rhianna Kevill, Madi Doosey, Jake Wynn 
3rd Open Male Rescue: Nathan Foster, Jordan Dusmanovic, Madi Doosey 
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NSW State IRB Championships – Cape Hawke SLSC 5-7th July 2024 
 
2nd Overall Point Score 
1st 45+ Male Mass: Alex Rainford, Steve Strong, Jessie Pill, Kylie Strong 
1st 35+ Male Mass: Nathan Foster, Troy Kirkby, Bronte Bagala, Madi Doosey 
1st Open Male Mass: Jake Black, Bradley Falzon, Kathy Foster, Rhianna Kevill 
1st 35+ Female Teams: Louise Skjeime, Alex Ayscough, Nathan Foster, Kathy Foster, Kylie 
Strong, Georgie Thomas 
1st 35+ Male Teams: Alex Rainford, Steve Strong, Jessie Pill, Nathan Foster, Troy Kirkby, 
Rhianna Kevill 
1st Open Female Teams: Kathy Foster, Ella Cleal-Cook, Nathan Foster, Rhianna Kevill, Madi 
Doosey, Georgie Thomas 
1st 35+ Female Rescue: Kathy Foster, Kylie Strong, Georgie Thomas 
1st 35+ Male Rescue: Nathan Foster, Troy Kirkby, Madi Doosey 
1st Open Mixed Relay: Bronte Bagala, Jake Black, Ella Cleal-Cook, Madi Doosey, Jordan 
Dusmanovic, Bradley Falzon, Nathan Foster, Kathy Foster, Elijah Foster-Percy, Josh Ehlbeck, 
Blair Joynson, Rhianna Kevill, Jessie Pill, Alex Rainford, Georgie Thomas, Jake Wynn 
2nd 45+ Male Mass: Alex Rainford, Steve Strong, Jessie Pill 
3rd 35+ Female Tube: Kathy Foster, Louise Skjeime, Alex Rainford 
3rd 35+ Male Tube: Alex Rainford, Nathan Foster, Jordan Dusmanovic 
3rd Open Female Tube: Kathy Foster, Rhianna Kevill, Jacob Black 
3rd U23 Female Mass: Ella Cleal-Cook, Madi Doosey, Rhianna Kevill, Georgie Thomas 
3rd Open Male Teams: Jake Black, Bradley Falzon, Rhianna Kevill, Nathan Foster, Jordan 
Dusmanovic, Madi Doosey 
 

2024 Australian IRB Championships – Miami Beach QLD  17-21st July 
2024 
 
1st Overall Masters Point Score Trophy 
1st Masters Male Mass Rescue Nathan Foster, Troy Kirkby, Georgie Thomas, Madi Doosey 
1st Masters Female Teams: Louise Skjeime, Alex Ayscough, Kathy Foster, Kylie Strong, 
Nathan Foster, Georgie Thomas 
1st Masters Male Teams Rescue: Alex Rainford, Steve Strong, Jessie Pill, Nathan Foster, 
Troy Kirkby, Rhianna Kevill  
2nd Masters Female Mass Rescue: Kathy Foster, Kylie Strong, Bradley Falzon, Georgie 
Thomas 
2nd Masters Male Rescue: Alex Rainford, Steve Strong, Jessie Pill 
3rd Masters Male Rescue Nathan Foster, Troy Kirkby, Madi Doosey 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



35 
 

 
Hall Hire Manager’s Report 
 
KDSLSC Hall Hire continues to be a valuable source of income, with $17k net profit 
generated in FY23/24. 
 
Our mid-week commercial hire groups have increased, with events on every weekday 
in addition to the weekend social hire events.  
 
Waste disposal costs should be considered in the new FY, as a contributing factor to a 
hall hire fee adjustment. 
 
The fortnightly hall clean has made a significant difference to the standard of the hall. 
While this comes as an expense offset to our hall hire revenue, the service maintains a 
clean baseline and reduces the burden on volunteers. 
 

Gary Trudgett 
Hall Hire Manager 
    

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bar Manager’s Report 
 

The Bar has once again proven to be great fundraising area for the Club, taking over 
$30k over the till. The profits used in other areas of the club to assist with our patrols, 
training, nippers and competition. 
 
Thank you to the members that assist here and help with serving, stocking and general 
cleaning in the bar area. 
 

Josh Douglas 
Bar Manager 
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National Emergency Medal recipients:  
 

 
Brett Schweitzer, Bob Sinclair, Steve Guy, Josh Douglas,  

Steve Strong, Trina Jensen, Mick Holz,  
Doug Luckman, Brad Honey 

 
 

Congratulations on this excellent achievement! 
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2023 – 2024 Club Major Award winners 
 
 

 
Club Person of the Year –  Trina Jensen  
 
Patrol Person of the Year – Ben McAlister 
 
Junior of the Year –  Liam Ovenden   
 
Cadet of the Year –  Archie Weir   
 
Bill Gowan Award – Steve Strong  
 
Competitor of the Year – Louise Skjeime   
 
Under 18 Competitor of the Year  - not presented 
 

 

 
Club Service Awards 

  
 

 Cooper Shanhan 

 Blake Shanahan 

 Gary Trudgett 

 Kurt Newman 

 Darcy Newman 

 Jack Solitro 

 Eli Champley 

 Doug Luckman 

 Bob Sinclair 

 Nick Mulholland 

 Ben McAlister 

 Jess Nolan 
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2023 – 2024 Branch Awards of Excellence 
 
 
THE CLUB NOMINATED THE FOLLOWING: 
 
 
Patrol Person of the Year –   Trina Jensen 
 
Patrol Captain of the Year – Ben McAlister 
 
Youth Lifesaver of the Year (15-25) – Blake Shanahan 
 
Young Volunteer of the Year (15-25) – Lily Gazzard 
 
Administrator of the Year – Noelene Sinclair 
 
Junior Activities Volunteer of the Year – Tegan Ross 

 
 
 
WINNERS OF BRANCH AWARDS: 
 
Young Volunteer of the Year (15-25) – Lily Gazzard 
 
Junior Activities Volunteer of the Year – Tegan Ross 
 

 
 
CERTIFICATES OF COMMENDATION FOR INVOLVEMENT IN RESCUES: 
 

Rod Parker     Lee Singleton    Josh Douglas 
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Branch Junior Life Saver of the Year 
SLSNSW Junior Life Saver of the Year 

 

    

Archie Weir 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NSW Awards of Excellence Finalist  
Young Volunteer of the Year: 

 
Lily Gazzard  

  

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Sienna Singleton Right: Lily Gazzard at the Awards Night 
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Winners of the NSW AOE were announced on Saturday 24 August at a 
Cocktail Party - Sofitel Sydney Wentworth – unfortunately we missed out 

on a prize but we know how good our members are! Thanks to those 
members who attended to represent the Club! 

 
KDSLSC extends thanks to our 

Major Club Supporters  
State & National SLS Partners 

NSW Government & Federal Government   
 
 

 
 

 

 

    

  

 

  
 

 

 

 

  

                                                                  

 
 

  
  

 

  
   

  
 

DOUGLAS 

BUILDERS 
 

KIAMA DOWNS  

                KIAMA            MINNAMURRA 



 
 

 
 
 

Surf Life Saving State Partners   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Major National Partners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 






















































